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Independent Testing:  

Protecting the Health and Welfare of the United States 
 
Independent Testing Protects Us 
Independent testing is a vital component of the system that the U.S. employs to protect public health, protect the 
environment, and ensure that products and infrastructure projects are safe.  Independent testing is testing 
conducted by an expert third party organization who is free from financial or other incentives that may otherwise 
influence the results.  The American Council of Independent Laboratories (ACIL) is the trade association of the 
commercial independent testing industry. In the areas of public health, independent testing helps to ensure that the 
food is safe to eat and not contaminated, that the product is what it says it is, and that drugs have the correct 
potency and efficacy. In the environmental arena, testing is conducted to ensure that the water, air, and soil are 
clean, and that environmental regulations and permits are being followed.  
 
How Independent Testing Contributes to the U.S. Economy 

 

• Ensuring raw material identity and quality  
• Certifying finished product quality 
• Verifying manufacturer and industrial compliance with environmental regulations 
• Determining the safety of drinking water, recreational water, soils, and the air we breathe  

 
Important Roles ACIL Members Play in Protecting People and the Environment 

 

• The independent testing community supports federal, state, and local government efforts to protect the 
nation’s food and environment by conducting most of the testing governments need to carry out their 
various enforcement missions.   

 

• As the nation imports more and more food and pharmaceutical products, the independent testing industry 
will play a larger role in helping to ensure that the nation’s imports not only are the products that the 
exporter claims them to be (authenticity verification) but that they also comply with health and safety 
standards of the U.S. 

 
The Importance of Independent Testing to Commerce 

 

• ACIL member laboratories test much of the concrete, asphalt, and other construction materials used in the 
nation’s infrastructure to ensure that they meet safety standards. 

 

• The industry is a significant employer of chemists, biologists, environmental scientists, engineers,  
technicians, and other scientific and executive professionals.   

 

• ACIL member laboratories are located throughout the country and play a significant role in their 
communities. 

 
The ACIL is an association representing independent commercial scientific and engineering firms with over 1,000 
facilities across the U.S. engaged in testing, product certification, consulting, and research and development to 
enhance public health and safety.   
 


